
MDMDC Newsletter 
A monthly publication of the recent activities and 

upcoming events of the Mount Diablo Metal Detecting Club 

  

What does scorching hot weather, snow 

storms, sand storms, 50+ MPH winds, 

sunburn, windburn, chapped lips, 

coyotes, scorpions, horned toad lizards, 

leopard lizards, collared lizards, whip-

tale lizards, snakes, jackrabbits, 

antelope, ghost towns, dumps, shovels, 

rakes, picks, sifters, detectors, 

facemasks, goggles, buttons, tokens, 

coins, bottles, marbles, relics, silver, 

gold, gambling, good food, good friends, 

late nights, sore muscles, blisters, and 

lots and lots of trash, (and did I mention 

GOLD!) all have in common? 

It can only be the 2011 Tonopah trip! 
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The Mount Diablo Metal Detecting Club’s first dedication is to treasure hunting in all its forms and to use and 
enforce the treasure hunter’s Code of Ethics.  The second dedication is to community.  We complete this 

dedication through the use of our trained Community Assistance Team and our support of the Blind Camp. 

“I’m not leaving until I find that Tonopah token!” 



As a first-timer Tonopah miner (hey, that 

rhymes!) my initial impression of the Tonopah 

dumps was completely overwhelming.  We 

heard all about it in the club meetings leading 

up to the trip, but nothing can really prepare 

you for the Tonopah experience.  The dump is 

enormous, with piles of rusty cans, broken glass, 

and debris as far as the eye can see. 

It’s extremely dusty and clouds of dirt fill the 

air from every sifter and passing automobile.  

Amazingly beautiful and sometimes dangerous 

desert creatures scurry around as everyone is 

digging, sifting, and scanning for treasure. 

Not only did we sift tons of dirt at the dumps, 

we also visited and detected at many of the local 

ghost towns dating back into the 1800’s. 

I quickly realized that 6 days in Tonopah was 

not nearly enough time to visit all of the places 

in the surrounding area! 

There were numerous great finds throughout 

the trip by many of our club members and 

other acquaintances.  In an effort to minimize 

the size of this newsletter and not spoil the 

surprises, I will refrain from listing them all 

here!  I’m sure we’ll be hearing all about them 

at the upcoming club meeting on June 14th. 

Tonopah - 2011 
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Remains of a bank at the Candelaria ghost town 

Several of our club members at the Tonopah dumps 

An amazing find by a former club member:  $5 Gold! 



May Club Meeting 

We had a large attendance of 66 club members at the May meeting.  No one 

won the “Silver Dime” raffle, so the total will be carried over to the June 

meeting.  Gary Collier presented and discussed the upcoming Tonopah trip 

with his lively stories, sharing his advice and experience.   

 

 

Maxi - Hunt 

Ken Housfeld hosted the annual Maxi-Hunt hunt in May.  There were a total of 34 detectorists.  Mike Losado and Bob 

Westlund donated prizes, and  Ray Romeo hosted a preliminary hunt.  A new White’s metal detector was donated as a 

prize by White’s Electronics.  The weather 

forecast called for rain, however we 

fortunately stayed dry during the hunt.  Mike 

Walding and Mike Waters were the top prize 

winners, and Mike Waters won the metal 

detector.  Thank you all for a great hunt!  

 

 

Relay for Life 

Several club members participated in the annual Relay for Life event on May 21st representing the “Bobby’s Friends” 

team.  Funds were raised and donated to the American Cancer Society. 

 

MDMDC General News 

The Mount Diablo Metal Detecting Club meets on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:30pm at the 
Contra Costa Water District Office.  The address is:  1331 Concord Avenue, Concord, CA 94520. 
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Lots of Show and Tell at the May club meeting! 
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The next official club hunt will be on June 26th, 

hosted by yours truly, David Grube and his son, 

Parker.  The “Fair Share Method” for prize 

distribution will be utilized.  The hunt will cost 

$10 per club member.  Details will be provided at 

the upcoming club meeting. 

 

A camping trip has been scheduled at 

MacKerricher State Park in Fort Bragg, CA on 

June 10th-13th.  Many club members have  signed 

up for this trip, which will include metal detecting 

on the beaches and in the local towns.  Please 

contact Sandy Cameron for additional details. 

 

The annual Blind Camp event is scheduled for 

August 4th.  We are expecting 50-55 participants 

this year, and all club members are invited to 

participate.  The day will begin at 7:00am in 

Placerville.  Please contact Jim Stockton for 

additional information. 

Upcoming Events 

A permit is required to use a metal detector in the Regional Parks.  Use of metal detectors is 
limited to beach areas, lawns, and other developed park areas.  Metal detecting is NOT allowed in 
natural parkland areas, wilderness areas, or regional preserves.  There are other restrictions.  For 

more information and to obtain a permit, please call the Reservations Department at 
1-888-327-2757, option 2, 3. This $20 permit is good for 2 years and is non-refundable. 
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Remains of a bank at the Candelaria ghost town 

David and Parker Grube ready for rain at the Maxi-Hunt 

MDMDC endorses the Treasure Hunter’s Code Of Ethics: 

I WILL: 

 Respect private property and do no treasure hunting 

without the owner’s permission 

 Fill all excavations 

 Appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources, 

wildlife and private property 

 Use thoughtfulness, consideration, and courtesy at all 

times 

 Build fires in designated or safe places only 

 Leave gates as found 

 Remove and properly dispose of any trash that I find 

I WILL NOT: 

 Litter 

 Destroy property, buildings, or what is left of ghost towns 

and deserted structures 

 Tamper with signs, structural facilities, or equipment 



The grand prize raffle winners were James Badgett 

and Sandy Cameron, winning Dos Pesos gold coins.  

Richard Bledsoe won a Walking Liberty half dollar 

in the “Second Chance Drawing”. 

Gold and Silver prices:  Gold $1544.40, Silver $36.49 

May Meeting Winners! 
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Richard with his Walking Liberty half! 

James showing off his Dos Peso! 

Sandy with her new gold! 


